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Centro de Ayuda Solidaria a los Amigos

CASA Latina is a community-based non-profit that empowers Latino immigrants

 through educational and economic opportunities.

Dear Prospective Volunteer,

Thank you for your interest in volunteering with CASA Latina! CASA Latina is a community-based organization that educates and organizes Latino urban migrant workers and their families so they may become economically independent and contributing members of this community. We depend on the commitment and energy of volunteers like you to carry out our educational programs for urban migrant Latino workers and their families. Our programs include: English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, Latino women’s support groups, advocacy support, and the Day Workers’ Center, a safe, sanitary and dignified place where sidewalk day laborers can find work with equitable pay.

Volunteering with CASA Latina is a rewarding experience.  Not only will you help Latino migrant workers and their families make better lives for themselves, you will also learn about the realities they face as an often invisible community. To be effective, volunteers must be willing to learn about the popular education approach to social change.

There are many ways of contributing to our programs. I am enclosing a one-page description of CASA Latina, our volunteer positions, and an application.  If you are interested in getting involved, fill out the application and let us know which program(s) interest you the most.  Each opportunity requires some training and a minimum time commitment.  All volunteers, interns, and service learning students must fill out the application. 

At this time, we receive many more volunteer applications than we have open positions.  As a result, we are not able to offer every prospective volunteer a position right away.  We are honored by your interest in CASA Latina and are committed to finding a place in the agency for as many people as possible.  After receiving your application, I will contact you about putting your application in the pool of prospective volunteers.  When opportunities arise, I will contact this pool and invite who ever is available and interested to come in for an interview.  

Our volunteers’ hard work, heartfelt generosity and dedication greatly strengthen our programs. Our sincere gratitude goes out to you for your support.  We look forward to meeting you!

Sincerely,

Casa Latina Staff 

220 Blanchard Street  Seattle, WA  98121  tel. 206.956.0779 fax 206.956.0780  

www.casa-latina.org

CASA LATINA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE TEACHER 

1-year commitment, 2-3 hours a week

Day classes.  Participate in CASA Latina’s popular education model by teaching English to workers at the Day Workers’ Center.  “Practical English” classes are held Monday through Saturday from 7:30-9:00 AM and explore issues ranging from finding a job to health care.   On Wednesday, writing and reading classes are offered for more advanced students from 9:00 – 10:00 AM. All ESL Teachers must speak some Spanish and are required to attend a CASA Latina orientation with the Volunteer Coordinator, the Tacoma Community House Pre-Service ESL Training, and the CASA Latina in-service training provided in the spring.

As these classes are on-going, positions open every few months.  

We encourage you to apply now!

CHILD EDUCATOR 
3-month minimum commitment, 2-3 hours a week

Support our Children’s Program, offered to the children of our program participants. Volunteer two evenings a month during our Women’s Groups.  Our Women’s Groups are held in two locations: every first and third Wednesday of the month in Central District, and every first and third Friday of the month in Burien.   Engage in a variety of games and art projects to increase Spanish/English reading enjoyment.  Curriculum themes emphasize cultural awareness and appreciation of the children’s bicultural and bilingual realities.  All Child Educators must speak some Spanish and attend the CASA Latina training held at the beginning of each quarter.  

Some turn-over each quarter.

We encourage you to apply now for next quarter!

DAY WORKERS’ CENTER  ASSISTANT
6-month minimum commitment, 4-5 hours a week
Help ensure smooth running of this vibrant site!  Register and orient new workers, assist with educational workshops, job outreach and publicity campaigns, and general administrative duties.  The Workers’ Center is open Monday through Saturday from 6:00 am to 11:00 AM.  Assistants must be bilingual in Spanish and English and attend a CASA Latina orientation with the Volunteer Coordinator.

Contact Volunteer Coordinator for available positions.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE & SPECIAL EVENTS
Several committees to choose from—work with Executive Director, Development staff and/or Board members to enhance our donor base, secure procurements or research granting sources. Participate in our Annual Campaign by helping build bridges to the community and expand our donor base. Help plan our 13th Annual Auction by joining the Auction Committee!

Currently recruiting for the Annual Auction Committee!
CASA LATINA PROGRAMS

WORKER EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM
² Day Workers’ Center ² ESL & Workers’ Rights Workshops² Computer Classes ² Wage Claim Project ² Information and Referral
With the aim to ensure that Latino seasonal workers are given equal opportunity to become economically independent—day laborers have the opportunity to access job opportunities with equitable wages at the CASA Latina DWC.  A renovated parking lot serves as the work center site and a gathering place for workers and is graced by two murals expressing the workers’ vision. The center is the result of a community problem solving team comprised of the workers themselves, CASA Latina, the City of Seattle and the Belltown Business Association.  Workers have the opportunity to participate in educational workshops, ESL classes, as well as collective decision making committees.  Open Mondays through Saturdays from 6:00 am to 11:00 AM at 2330 Western Ave.

WOMEN’S PROGRAM
 ²Latino Women’s Groups ² Child Education Program² Educational Workshops²
The family literacy program strengthens the family by providing access to education to women and their children. Children participate in our Child Education program while parents attend ESL classes and/or the Latino women’s support group.  The women’s group provides the opportunity for Latino women to unite, share experiences and learn from each other while maintaining their cultural identities and traditions and learning about necessary resources to live in a new community. We have two groups.

Meets the first and third Wednesdays of each month from 6:00pm to 8:30 pm at Carolyn Down’s Clinic (2101 E Yesler); first and third Fridays of each month from 5:30pm to 8pm at the Vintage Park Apartments in Burien (13737 12th ave SW).

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING
Our programs and special events provide opportunities for Latino immigrant workers and their families to find community and break the isolation they experience. They exchange information and resources with fellow newcomers and work alongside a diverse group of volunteers who welcome them and serve as a bridge to our society. Organizing efforts provide training in leadership and collective problem solving so our constituents may participate fully, both economically and politically in our democracy. Our participatory and democratic approach to decision making prepares immigrants to work in teams, take initiative and make decisions and take action for the common good--important skills for today’s workplace as well as for being contributing members of Seattle’s community.  

Our efforts realize hopes.

We depend on the support, energy and talents of over 200 community volunteers to run our program!

Volunteers serve in many capacities from ESL teaching, to children education to office support to fundraising and are provided training and support.   

Our volunteers have unique opportunities make change and learn from the Latino immigrant community.

CASA LATINA VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
date ____________

	VOLUNTEER OPTIONS  Please check the positions that interest you!

Day ESL Teacher 


Child Educator


Day Worker’s Center Assistant


Fundraising and Special Events

	For Office Use Only

(please put date & initials)

Received________________

Contacted_______________

Interviewed______________

Start Date_______________

End Date________________


NAME:  ______________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________  



Street





City

State

Zip

E-MAIL: _____________________________  (must have email to teach ESL)

TELEPHONE: (home) _________________
(work)  ____________________
(cell)______________

Best time and number to be reached at:

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT CASA LATINA?

TIME AVAILABLE: 

Days of the week (circle)  Mon.      Tues.      Wed.      Thurs.      Fri.      Sat. (Day Worker’s Center)

     Time of the day:

I PLAN ON VOLUNTEERING : _________HOURS  PER WEEK FOR  _________MONTHS.

ARE YOU OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE?   

REFERENCES:

Please write down the name and numbers of three people who can tell us about your energy, responsibility

and ability to relate to people of different economic and social classes.
NAME

RELATIONSHIP

TELEPHONE NUMBER

BEST TIME TO REACH

1.____________________________________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________________________________

WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT YOU AND YOUR EXPERIENCE!
Educational Background and Employment Experience

Social Justice Work

Spanish speaking, writing or reading abilities
Other clubs or organizations you are active in; also any other skills you would like us to know about?
Describe your experience with people of ethnic, racial or economic backgrounds different than your own.

Why do you want to volunteer at CASA Latina?

What would you like to learn from this experience?

ESL Teacher, please describe your teaching and/or ESL experience.

Child Educator, please describe your experience working with children.

Fundraising and Special Events, please describe your experience in these areas.

Ú
Please return completed application by email or mail to:

volcoordinator@casa-latina.org

OR

Volunteer Coordinator

CASA Latina

220 Blanchard Street

Seattle, WA 98121


If you have any questions please feel free to contact:

volcoordinator@casa-latina.org

206.956.0779 x21 

¡gracias! 
We look forward to your participation!

